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ñVisual Literacy is a Key Literacy to 

Be Successful in the 21 st Centuryò 

ACRL Visual Literacy 

Competency Standards  

for Higher Education 
 



Visual  

Literacy   

= 

Learning 

to Read  
Pictures  



Library instruction is text -centric  
 



  

 
 

 

ñset of abilities  that enables an 

individual to effectively find, 

interpret , evaluate , use , and  
create images  and visual mediaò 





Visual Literacy Array based on ACRL Visual 

Literacy Standards, D. Hattwig, K. Bussert, 

and A. Medaille.  



ÅHow important  is it for visual literacy  

to be part of the information literacy  

agenda in academic libraries? 

 

 

 

Thesis Question  



ÅIRB approval 

ÅCreated a 10 question survey: 114 results 

ÅInterviewed 14 librarians  

ÅWhite paper with survey findings 

ÅIncluded an annotated bibliography 

 

 

 

Methodology  



Survey  



Survey Results  

Yes 71% 

No 8% 

Unsure  
21% 

ñVisual Literacy is a Key Literacy to be  
Successful in the 21st Centuryò 



Survey Results  

Yes 45% 

No 52% 

Unsure 3%  

Are You Aware of the ACRL  
Visual Literacy  Standards ? 



Interchangable  Terms  





Use 

reliable 

sources  

& 
citations  



Outcomes  

43 participants (38%) out of 114  

answered YES they are teaching  

visual literacy in the library 


